8th July 2022

Mail on Friday
Redhill Primary Academy and Nursery

Weekly Newsletter

Email us at: parentcontact@redhilprimary.co.uk

End of Term
Please remember that the last day of term is Thursday 21st July 2022.
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9 Dear Parents and Carers »
E It has come to our attention that some of our youngest children in school have viewed disturbing, 3
o horror-style videos at home via YouTube. ;
: :
What are the risks? p
Bl

There are multiple risks that can arise from children and young people being exposed to frightening content before they are prepared. ::

A\ Added anxiety and stress - Children and young people are still growing and learning. They may not be at a level of emotional maturity that would be able to process "
frightening content, even if it is intentional. Horror games could hamper that growth by creating unnecessary anxiety and stress.

A\ Intrusive thoughts - Everyone has the ‘thing that goes bump in the night.' If children play this game or watch it, the Boogeyman could easily be replaced with o
characters like Huggy Wuggy. This could cause children to lose focus or sleep and could interrupt family rest cycles. »
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A New fears - The manipulation of child-friendly items into threatening characters exploits the sense of security a child would feel around these things. They may o
suddenly be terrified of something that had never been a worry before. "

E We strongly encourage all parents to be vigilant and supervise carefully when children are using tablets or
» other electronic devices. It is advised that all children use YouTube Kids and that parents make use of the
1 safety features available on all apps. Please find below further information that could support you in this -
« these guides are also available on our school website under ‘Safeguarding and SEND - Online Safety.” =
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YouTube is an online platform - owned

B 0551 iiEre anyone can upload & © Your Child @ o
watch video content. All different types of
information, advice & entertainment are
uploaded & billions of people tune n to APPLYRESTRICTED MODE" “
\Watch, rate & comment on it. As a parent, B
it's important you understand exactly what u
conterityour children might be seeing. »
CHANGE WHO CAN SEE VIDEOS
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SHARING VIDEOS RISKS the platform. N
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